






The Valentine’s Day Gift
by Saanvi Mehta (5th Grade)

I discovered a chocolate box, 
In my sister’s drawer of socks.

It must be a gi� for Valentine’s as it was near, 
Surely it was for me, Who else could be more dear?

�e little box of Valentine,  
Looked absolutely divine.

It was my choice to eat or not, 
I tried my best, but alas, couldn’t stop!!

I ate one, then two and then a few, 
But the temptation just grew and grew!

And soon that moment arrived, 
With all my hunger I just dived.

I nibbled them on and on, 
One by one all chocolate hearts were gone.

As I took the last bite, 
I gasped at the sight.

Before I knew what I did, 
All le� was an empty box with a fancy lid.

Just then my sister entered with a stride, 
And gave me no time to hide.

She saw me looking guilty and shy, 
For a moment she said nothing then started to cry.

Her eyes were looking for the truth, 
Questioning me like a sleuth.

I accepted of devouring my gi� for Valentine,  
And explained to her, having it early was perfectly �ne!

At which she began to whine, 
And screamed the gi� was for Mom and was not mine!!!

I had no words to say, 
Looking at her in complete dismay.

But I had to think fast, 
Before my sister could end me up in a cast.

I suggested the box was fancy enough. 
To be used for keeping jewelry and stu�

�e jewelry case is what Mother will like, 
Instead of the chocolate heart delight.

�ese sweets are just mouthful of relish, 
But the bling case, she would forever cherish.

�ankfully my sister liked the idea, I believe I’m smart, 
Or all the sugar rush in me simply did its part!!!

If so, join the Secaucus Environmental Department for a 
virtual �¬Meet the Farmer & CSA 101 �­��meeting during 

National CSA Week, on February 25th  

Would you be interested in a weekly share of seasonal,                 
Jersey -�T�l�a�w�_�‘���J�N�l�p�V�S�N�L���a�l�T�A�_�V�J���v�N�T�N�p�A�I�]�N�m�‘��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�p�U�A�p���A�l�N���U�A�l�v�N�m�p�N�L���Ë���L�N�]�V�v�N�l�N�L���a�_���p�U�N���m�A�^�N���L�A�y�—�� 

Sign up at SecaucusNJ.gov/ CSA 

or call 201- 86 -GREEN (47336)  

for more information  

Introducing the “Secaucus Recycle Right” Program
�e Secaucus “Recycle Right” Program was established because we are 
experiencing a contamination problem that is costly for municipal operations 
and our environment. Mayor Gonnelli  and the Town Council encourage all 
residents to familiarize themselves with current Secaucus recycling rules to help 
save our environment and valuable tax dollars. Recycling contamination occurs 
when the wrong items (such as Styrofoam), or the right items prepared in the 
wrong way (such as in a plastic bag), are incorrectly placed in curbside recycling 

bins. Contamination is harmful because it 
can damage sorting machinery, lower the 
resale value of materials, and even cause 
recyclables to go to the land�ll. �e Town 
can also receive he�y �nes for sending the 
wrong materials or contaminated recyclables 
to our contracted Materials Recovery Facility. 
Contamination is really anything that �nds 
its way into a recycling bin that does not 
belong there, like food residue, plastic bags, 
cords, metal cookware, wet/grasy cardboard, 
etc.  

Although recycling has been required by 
State law since 1987, it can still be confusing. 
Please visit secaucusnj.gov/RecycleRight to 
read an in-depth FAQ menu about recycling 
right. Updated 2021 information was also 
recently mailed out. Also look for the 
recycling �yer and recycling information 
on the town calendar. �ese resources, 
along with Environmental Department & 
Department of Public Works sta�, will help 

you “recycle right.” 

Along with countless communities across the 
country struggling with contamination, Secaucus is 
increasing recycling inspection e�orts. Town o�cials 
will leave warning tags for recycling violations at 
residents’ doors (pictured). �ese will be �lled out 
with feedback on what the contamination was to help 
residents understand what was wrong and �x the 
issue. �e goal of the warning tags is to cut down on 
recycling contamination and help all our residents 
follow proper recycling as established in Municipal Code Chapter 91. Remember – 
recycling is the law, and please reduce and reuse whenever possible.

Inviting Young Artist Submissions
March is Youth Art Month! We invite young artists (18 years old or younger) to 
submit a picture of their art work for possible inclusion in our March Newsletter. 
It could be a painting, sculpture, digital art, mixed media creations—in short 
anything creative! Please do not send your original artwork, just a high resolution 
picture is all we need. 

• A picture of your art work must be submitted with the artist’s full name, parent’s 
phone number and email address.

•  Please email it to ajaideep@secaucus.net with a subject line Youth Art Month – 
(artist name)

• Depending on the number of submissions we receive and space available, not all 
submissions may be published. 


